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IN MEMORIAM

Branislav D. Jankovié
(1920-1994)

Branislav D. Jankovi¢ graduated from the Belgrade University School of Med-
icine in 1947. In 1954, he obtained his Ph.D. degree in Immunology (the first Ph.D.
in medicine in the history of the Medical Faculty in Belgrade). Ten years later, Dr.
Jankovi¢ became a Full Professor of Microbiology and Immunology. He was
Director of the Institute of Microbiology and Immunology at the School of Phar-
macy from 1954 to 1985. In 1965, he founded the International Laboratory for
Brain Research (Dobrota, Montenegro). In 1969, he founded the Immunology
Research Center (Belgrade, Serbia) and served as its Director until 1985 when he
retired. Dr. Jankovi¢ was a Founder of the European Federation of Immunolog-
ical Societies in 1975, and the International Society for Neuroimmunomodulation
in 1986. In 1991, he was elected President of the Science Society of Serbia.

Dr. Jankovi¢ published 446 scientific articles, and another 23 papers have been
submitted for publication or are in press. A total of 252 of these publications dealt
with neuroimmunology. He was coeditor of 5 monographs published in the United
States, and author of 3 textbooks published in Serbia. Branislav D. Jankovié’s
work has been cited more than 4000 times in publications outside Yugoslavia.

His first publication in the field of neuroimmunology appeared in 1958 (Jan-
kovi¢, Mihailovi¢, Petkovié¢, & Man¢i¢, 1958). Francis O. Schmitt (1964) intro-
duced the term *‘immunoneurology,” and suggested that unknown correlates be-
tween the structure and function of the neuron and the brain might be found with
the aid of immunological tools and concepts, ‘‘especially in view of the remark-
able discovery of Mihailovi¢ and Jankovi¢™’ (Levine, 1965). This pioneering work
(Mihailovi¢ & Jankovi¢, 1961) demonstrated that the electroencephalographic ac-
tivity and behavior of the cat can be profoundly affected by anti-brain antibodies
injected into the lateral ventricle of the brain. It is also worth mentioning that
Branislav D. Jankovi¢ was a pioneer in thymus research (Jankovi¢, Waksman, &
Arnason, 1962) and codiscoverer of the role of the thymus in immunity. In 1973,
he introduced the concept that the immune microenvironment is a multisystem
composed of components derived from the immune system, the nervous system,
and the endocrine system (Jankovié, 1973).

Most of his experimental endeavors were devoted to studies on neuroimmune
interactions: (a) immune responses following injection of antigen into the lateral
ventricles of the brain (Jankovié, Draskoci, & Isakovié, 1961); (b) the first dem-
onstration that the pineal gland is involved in immune reactions (Jankovi€, Isak-
ovi¢, & Petrovié, 1970); (c) the effect of brain lesions and stimulation on immune
responses (Jankovi¢ & Isakovi¢, 1973; Jankovi¢, Jovanova-Nesi¢, & Markovié,
1988); (d) the role of cell-mediated immunity in the pathogenesis of psychiatric
diseases (schizophrenia, dementia, depression, mental retardation, etc.) (Jan-
kovi¢, Jakuli¢, & Horvat, 1977; Jankovié, 1985); (¢) common antigens of brain and
thymus (Jankovi¢, Horvat, Mitrovié, & Mostarica, 1977); (f) the first demonstra-
tion of the neuron-thymocyte relationship at the stem cell level (Jankovi¢ &
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Jankovié, 1983); () numerous studies on the relationship between opioids and the
immune system (Jankovi¢ & Marié, 1986; Radulovi¢ & Jankovi¢, 1994); (h) ana-
phylactic shock-induced conditioned taste aversion (Djuri¢, Markovi¢, Lazarevié,
& Jankovic, 1987); (i) the immunoneuroendocrine relationship during embryogen-
esis (Jankovi¢, 1988); (j) experimental epilepsy (Vlajkovié, Djordjijevi¢, Laza-
revi¢, & Jankovi¢, 1990); (k) the relationship among magnetic fields, brain, and
immunity (Jankovi¢, Mari¢, Ranin, & Velji¢, 1991); (1) adult and neonatal stress
and immunity (Bukilica, Djordjevié¢, Mari¢, Dimitrijevi¢, Markovié, & Jankovi¢,
1991; von Hoersten, Dimitrijevi¢, Markovi¢, & Jankovi¢, 1993); and (m) immu-
nological and behavorial consequences of aversive brain stimulation (Vlajkovi¢,
Milanovié, Cvijanovi¢, & Jankovi¢, 1994).

On June 18, 1994, Branislav D. Jankovi¢ died at the age of 74. He will be
remembered for a long time among his pupils and co-workers. The Scientific
Council of the Immunology Research Center has decided that the Institute will
hereafter be named the **Branislav D. Jankovi¢ Immunology Research Institute.”’
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